Sorting Algorithm Cards

CODING BASICS

Algorithms can be written to help sort items. What steps do we take when we sort things?
We need to know what we are sorting the items by. Color? Shape? The algorithm could be
to examine each piece and place big ones in Box 1 and small ones in Box 2. If it was by
color, we would need more boxes and each would be for a different color.

Cut out all the pictures on the following pages and put them in a pile. How do you want to
sort the cards by: shape, color, use? Where do we put the sorted cards at so they don’t mix
with the big pile that needs to be sorted? A spot for a smaller pile, or small containers,
even a muffin/cupcake tin can be used. Do you look at each card and find the right bin, or
do you pick a bin and then go through each card to find the ones that match before
moving on to the next bin?

Write the algorithm - what steps someone should take to sort the pile. Try the steps. Can
someone else follow the same steps and sort them the same way you did?
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